TO EOS SON, ON EDUCATION.	311
tite for the pleasures of the evening, as much as the-exercise of the body whets the appetite for dinner. Business and pleasure, rightly understood, mutually assist each other, instead of being enemies, as silly or dull people often think them. No man tastes pleasures truly who does not earn them by previous business; and few people do business well, who do nothing else. Remember, that, when I speak of pleasures, I always mean the elegant pleasures of a rational being, and not the brutal ones of a swine. I mean la bonne ch&re, short of gluttony; wine, infinitely short of drunkenness; play, without the least gaming; and gallantry, without debauchery. There is a line in all these things, which men of sense, for greater security, take care to keep a good deal on the right side of: for sickness, pain, contempt, and infamy, lie immediately on the other side of it. Men of sense and merit in all other respects, may have had some of these failings; but then those few examples, instead of inviting us to imitation, should only put us the more upon our guard against such weaknesses. Whoever thinks them fashionable will not be so himself. I have often known a fashionable man have some one vice; but I never in my life knew a vicious man a fashionable man. Vice is as degrading as it is criminal. God bless you, my dear child I
London, August 10, 0. S.1749.
DEAR BOY,
LET us resume our reflections upon men, their characters, their manners; in a word, our reflections upon the world. They may help you to form yourself and